Radiological services at health centre level in Scotland.
X-ray equipment has been installed in health centres in Scotland since 1968 for routine radiography without any contrast or other complex examinations. Each unit makes about 4,500 examinations per year or an average of 100 X-ray examinations per 1,000 population. A similar unit in a developing country might serve clinics for an area of 1,256 square miles (3,215 km2) depending on population density. The unit must be simple and easy to operate. It is more convenient for patients, reduces the load on hospital departments, is less expensive, and gives better doctor satisfaction. Review by consultant radiologists is desirable and beneficial.